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Operation Christmas Child
Fill a box for Operation Christmas
Child to send to a needy child.
Return your box by
Sunday, November 15.
Or you may choose to fill a box online for $25 at the
organization's website.
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operationchristmas-child/buildonline/
A Word from Our Pastor
We’ve been discussing living in a “pleasure-crazed culture”…
learning the effects and dangers. So, how do we, as
Christians, get ourselves mixed up in Satan’s scheme? It
happens in at least four phases: Phase 1, THE FASCINATION
STAGE. Have you ever met anybody who said, “I intend to
become a drug addict”? “I wonder what it would feel like to
do this” ... fascination. Phase 2, THE PREOCCUPATION
STAGE. Pleasure has the tendency to preoccupy you. The
summers are so amazing here in Michigan, if you go out and
buy some skis and go water skiing and have a great time, the
next week you’ll say, “One hour wasn’t enough, let’s go the
whole day.” And the week after that, “Let’s don’t go to
church this weekend, let’s just go skiing.” And it begins to
preoccupy you. Phase 3, THE ADDICTION STAGE. This is
where your pleasure begins to control you. Phase 4, THE
INEVITABLE DESTRUCTION STAGE. The apostle Paul wrote,
“Their end is destruction, their god is their belly (appetite),
and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly
things.” (Philippians 3:19 ESV) Most of our culture is in Phase
3. So, how do we as Christians wander through this
environment without buying into the system that says, “My
whole purpose in life is just to enjoy myself”? How do I keep
from getting sucked in to a pleasure-obsessed world?
I believe we need to remember at least three important
things: 1) REMEMBER THE REAL PURPOSE OF LIFE. We need
to continually remind ourselves, over and over, so that we
don’t forget it -- that the purpose of life is more than being
entertained, having fun, experiencing thrills, feeling good.
The purpose of life is more than just getting to retirement. I
know that sounds heretical because in America it’s American
to seek pleasure, it’s in our Constitution ... “life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness.” But God did not create you simply
to have as your life goal retirement. If you’re still alive today,
regardless of how old you are, it means that God is not
through with you. He has a plan and a purpose for your life
and it involves more than simply traveling around and seeing
the country. If you’re alive, He has a purpose for your life. It
is destructive of us if we think that all we’re here to do is just

to get to the next fun time. 1 Peter 4:2-4 ESV says, “2 so as to
live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human
passions but for the will of God. 3 For the time that is
past suffices for doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in
sensuality, passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties,
and lawless idolatry. 4 With respect to this they are surprised
when you do not join them in the same flood of debauchery,
and they malign you.” What people say is, “What this means
is you’re restricted.” No folks, you are not! The fact is, Jesus
changed my “want to”. I don’t want to do those things.
They’re plastic, fake. They are not the purpose of life. What
inevitably becomes of a lifestyle like this is despair. Next
time, the rest of the story as we will conclude our four part
series on living in a “pleasure-crazed culture.” Until then…
Weekly Goal: $8,135
Giving This Week: $4,636
C4M Total to Date: $5,678
Giving
Many have already asked how our church will continue to meet
our financial obligations (utilities, insurance, payroll, and
missionary support) during this challenging season. You may
provide in your tithes and offerings by one of the following
methods:


If using the U.S. Postal system: Make checks out to “Milan
Baptist Church” and mail to P.O. Box 147 Milan, MI 48160.
Submit online. Instructions and a link to the secure online system
can be found at www.milanbaptist.org. Contact the church if you
have any questions.

Parents! Planning on bringing your
kids to service with you? Grab a
phone/tablet and some headphones
and scan the QR code below for kids
activities!

MILAN BAPTIST CHURCH NEWS
November 8, 2020
Prayer Requests
 Prayer for our nation during a time of racial tension and
for our elected officials during this unprecedented time.
 All those who have lost loved ones
 Church leadership as they make decisions moving
forward
 Arthur Avery, recovering from COVID at a rehab facility
 Dan Baughey, recovering from health concerns
 Steve Meggitt, recovering at home from quintuple bypass heart surgery
 Ratliff family, following the home going of Craig
 Jamie Scott, tumor growing on her pituitary gland.
Going through tests to see which type, could lose her
eye sight
 Lee Hayward, in a care facility
 Noah’s cousin, Tiffany, awaiting next steps
 Cliff Kuhn, recovering from a stroke
 Ron & Carolyn Sackett, both battling cancer (PRAISE:
Carolyn’s cancer in liver is gone)
 Elli Robins, in “maintenance” stage
 Our missionaries & their families: Bennetts, Campbells,
Christensens, Gardners, Hayward, Jenks, Johnsons,
Manduzios (in Italy), Pierces, Rendels, Reeves,
Semenchuk, Stralnics, Van Orman, & Waidleys
 Our MBC Shut-Ins: Shirley Krass (Cambrian), Emma Jane
Hall (Senior Solutions), & Alice Ackerman (daughters
home)
Ministries/Services
We will be LIVE and in-person at 10 a.m.
“Call 2 Prayer” Prayer Meeting, Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. Our
church family can tune in to Pastor & Lisa as they lead us in a
time of prayer. To view, you can go to
facebook.com/milanbaptist
Other Ministry Meetings:





Men’s Bible Study on Saturdays at 8:00 a.m.
SeniorLife Community Bible Study on Wednesdays at
11:00 a.m. (Worship Only)
Church Library (Sundays & Wednesdays) following
services
Special Prayer Gatherings on Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
o Chapel side of MAC
o Special prayer every Sunday until the election

HEBREWS 4:12

“For the word of God is living and active, sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing to the
division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of
marrow, and discerning the thoughts and
intentions of the heart.”

“ONLY 1 IN 6 ADULTS READ
THE BIBLE EVERY DAY.”

The Word of God is living and effective. It has the power to convict,
shape, and inspire us—if we read it. But so often, obstacles like
confusion and busyness keep us from reading the Bible and
experiencing the life-transforming power of God through it.

Through the Bible in a Year
Date
November 8
November 9
November 10
November 11
November 12
November 13
November 14
November 15

Daily Bible Reading Assignment
Old Testament
New Testament
Jeremiah 43-45
Hebrews 5
Jeremiah 46-47
Hebrews 6
Jeremiah 48-49
Hebrews 7
Jeremiah 50
Hebrews 8
Jeremiah 51-52
Hebrews 9
Lamentations 1-2
Hebrews 10:1-18
Lamentations 3-5
Hebrews 10:19-39
Ezekiel 1-2
Hebrews 11:1-19

Birthdays
November 9 – Ben Ross & Josh
Luurtsema
November 12 – Lisa Strader

Anniversaries

Nominating Committee Voting
Voting will take place through November 15. You can vote on
Sundays with Jaime McDonald or you can come to the church
office Monday-Wednesday from 9a.m.-12p.m.
Kids Worship
We are starting Kids Worship NEXT WEEK, November 15. Kids
in grades K-6 will be invited to the chapel side of the MAC
during Morning Worship. Children can sit with families until
dismissal. Masks are required and social distancing will be in
place. ALL ages require pick up by a parent or guardian
following the Morning Worship Service.

